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I n an intriguing message entitled Is The Bible
True? Pastor Rony set out to show that

the Bible is about real people and events and
contains candid accounts written about them.

As Christians, we all know that the Bible is
God's Word. Scriptures have it that holy men of
God, inspired by the Holy Spirit, wrote the truth
as revealed to them. God does not mince His
words or have favorites. He would reveal both
the strengths and weaknesses and also the
positive traits and downright sins of His people.

For instance, King Saul and King David,
recorded in the Old Testament, were both
chosen by God. But the difference between
them was that King Saul did not make it. When
he sinned against God, he refused to repent
and turn to Him. King David was not a perfect
king too. But every time he sinned terribly, he
repented and reconciled with God. So God says
in His Word that King David is a man after His
own heart. A heart that is not hardened before
God is a heart that pleases Him.

Two other examples in the New Testament are the
disciples of Jesus, namely Judas and Peter. Judas
betrayed Christ and Peter denied knowing Him
thrice. Judas hardened his heart, refused to repent
and headed for destruction. But Peter realized his
folly, repented and was restored. So repentance
is essential to keep your heart tenderized and
teachable before God. The Bible tells us frankly
and truly that none of God'’s people was perfect,
but those who followed Him to the end persevered
and trusted Him despite their flaws. The Bible

is all about truth. Truths are stubborn facts that
cannot change. When you feast on the Bible, you
will be amazed how candid God is, revealing even
the greatest mistakes of His people. And yet when
they realized, repented and returned to God, He
freely forgave and embraced them again. This is
the sheer grace of God!

When Jesus walked on this earth 2,000 years
ago, He said, “Repent, for the Kingdom of God is
at hand.” He came to die for the sins of humanity
as Savior of the world. He specifically told the
disciples that the chief priests would arrest Him
to be crucified on the Cross. And on the third day,
He would rise again. Did the disciples believe that
Jesus would rise again alive? Let us see what the
Bible says.

Mark 16:1-20 prove the point that the Bible can
withstand close scrutiny. The Word of God speaks
of nothing but the truth, which is relevant even till
today. Here in this passage, we find that Jesus
was already crucified, died but rose again and

not yet ascended to the Father. The disciples had
witnessed the death of Jesus on the Cross. He
was put in a tomb and a large stone rolled to cover
it. The women who followed Jesus grieved His
death and brought spices to anoint His body in the
tomb. This clearly shows that they did not believe
He rose from the dead and is alive. However,

they were alarmed to see the tomb stone rolled
away and an angel clothed in white sitting at the
entrance. He said to them, “Do not be alarmed.
You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
is risen! He is not here. See the place where they
laid Him. But go, tell His disciples — and Peter —
that He is going before you into Galilee; there you
will see Him, as He said to you.”

The women fled from the tomb, for they trembled

~ and were amazed. They did not mention anything

to anyone. Actually, they were supposed to tell
Peter and the other disciples but they did not. )

4 Perhaps they were afraid to tell because Peter
and the other disciples would not believe them.
All these do not look good on Jesus' disciples, yet
the Bible tells it as it is. The truth of the matter
was that they did not believe! There was an air
of unbelief amongst the disciples that Jesus had

risen from the dead though He told them about His

resurrection.

Interestingly, the first person Jesus appeared to
was Mary Magdalene, an outcast woman whom
He had delivered from seven demons. Consider
this woman, whom society despised, had the
honor of seeing the risen Christ. Likewise, you
don't need to feel unworthy when you come to
Jesus and believe Him.

She went and told the disciples who were still
mourning and weeping. When they heard that
Jesus was alive and that she had seen Him, they
did not believe her. After that, Jesus appeared
to two other disciples as they were walking.
They also reported to the rest, but none of them
believed either. So far no disciple believed that
Jesus rose again. Is it not true that the Bible
speaks the absolute truth? If it was engineered by
Christians to their own favor, would they write all
that to their own embarrassment? Of course not!

Later Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples as
they sat at the table. He rebuked their unbelief
and hardness of heart because they did not
believe those who had seen Him after He had
risen. Although repentant when they were chided
by Jesus, they seemed like a bunch of failures.
But yet the risen Lord graciously gave them hope
and sent them into the world to preach the Gospel
to all creation. They were empowered by the Holy
Spirit to demonstrate signs, as promised in

verse 17. Whoever believes and is baptized will
be saved, but those who do not believe will be
condemned.

After Christ had spoken to them, He ascended
to Heaven and sat at the right hand of God. Then
the disciples vibrantly went out and preached
everywhere and the Lord worked with them

through His Spirit and confirmed His Word by signs

and wonders. Hence, multitudes received the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

As we have read the entire passage, it is evident
that the Word of God is all about truth. The Gospel
is indeed good news to those who repent and turn
to God. Jesus Christ is the only One Who rose
victoriously and never to die again. And because
He lives, believers of Christ have hope to live
eternally.

Tonight, the truth of God's Word quickened many
hearts to believe and receive Christ. There were
others who were wonderfully healed and delivered.
Here are some of their healing experiences:

Florence Loh experienced a breakthrough. She

suffered lower back pain for a while. For a few

weeks, the pain persisted. Before coming to the
Miracle Service, she tried to bend over but was

unable to do so. Tonight, after prayer, she could
bend over with no pain at all. She demonstrated
her healing and gladly gave God praise!

Tan Kuay Hoi had a growth in her bladder. Due to
this, she could not clear her bladder fully and had
to suffer intermittent urination. It was discovered
that the growth was the size of a 10-cent coin.
She came to the Miracle Service to pray as well
as garnered prayer support from her cell group.
Yesterday, after a checkup, it was found that the
growth had disappeared and there was only a
slight infection. She thanked God for answering
prayers.

Brenda Lee shared a belated testimony. In 2013,
she suffered excruciating pain in her hip. She
consulted a doctor and was given painkillers. But
she stopped taking it after a week and decided

to trust God for healing. After praying at the
Miracle Service, the pain left her. Tonight, she was
reminded about that healing and gave God the
glory. Also, there were crescent-shaped flashes of
light which caused irritation to her left eye. She
was afraid to see the doctor and be told to go for
surgery. So Brenda decided to pray every week

at the service and trusted God for healing. Praise
God the eye irritation and flashes were gone for
good. Hallelujah!
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Encounters With God Series
Part 4

Burning Bush

By Pastor Pacer Tan

POSITION

AND

RESPONSIBILITY

By Pastor Rony Tan

Position always comes with responsibilities.

The higher the position, the greater will be

the responsibilities. This is true not only in our
society, but also in the spiritual Kingdom of God.

There is a growing delusion among certain
Christians that their position in Christ has
exempted them from making any effort to
continue in the narrow way and grow in the Lord.

Today’s scriptural passage will be taken from
Romans chapter 8.
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